Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Westville Community Policing Forum

Held on Tuesday 2011-02-15 at The Westville Baptist Church at 18h00
Address: Mr Julian Carter introduced Mr Jop Monike, a student form the University of Utercht in The Netherlands who was visiting South Africa while studying. 

Welcome: Mr Kevin Harvey welcomed all present especially new attendees, Capt Ponsie and Supt Lionet.

Attendance: As per attendance register.

Apologies: Rusty Damp, David Bramley, Cclr Fawzia Peer, Harod and Megan Harvey.

Adoption of Minutes:  Held over to next meeting.

Address: Mr Huntley Fyvie of Naybers.info introduced the second phase of his business initiative using a Community Communication System, Community Notice Board and Geographic Social Networking. 

He stated that he had produced an 8 step action plan to assist communities in organizing and setting up Street or Neighborhood watches.

Bust of the Month: Cst Clark reported that the BOM had been awarded to Csts Goga and Johnson for the arrest of suspects and recoveries of 2x Ak-47 rifles and a pistol during a chase and shooting in Blair Athol Rd.

A.G.M., Chairman’s Report: Kevin Harvey presented his report for the past year’s activity. He mentioned that the Westville SAPS and CPF had welcomed a new Station Commissioner, Col. E. Emmanuel; the Westbeat website was being updated on a daily basis; there had been a new community magazine released, the Crime Zero Magazine, Westville CPF now reports to the Pinetown CPF Cluster Board, the Bust of the Month was still being awarded, naybers.info was being actively supported within the community and every month topical guest speakers are invited to address the community every month.

Kevin Harvey informed the floor that Mr Sipho Mdluli wished to step down from the 

Executive Committee.

The Existing Committee was re-elected with no objections, proposed by Mrs Anne College, Seconded by Mr Rob Ponsie.

Crime report: Colonel Emmanuel addressed the community and thanked Lt.Col. Stewart for managing the station during her period of absence. She further introduced a group of volunteers from Chesterville, “Juluka Tsotsi” who wished to help in crime prevention efforts.

Cst Clark presented the crime report, noting certain trends, especially robbery and theft of and out of motor vehicle. He further stated that there had been many good arrests by the SAPS uniform and detective branches.

Address: Supt Lionet from the Metro Police informed the community that there had been a resurgence of cable theft in the Seven Drive area and pleaded to the community to be alert and report suspicious activity. A question form the floor asked about overgrown areas. Supt Lionet replied that Parks and Gardens based at the Civic Centre should address all requests for cutting. A further question was regarding youngsters riding quad bikes on a vacant plot. Supt Lionet replied that riding on the plot was not an offence per se, but the nuisance or disturbance caused could be policed and requested the complainant to phone the police if disturbed.

SDIP: Mr Roger Day conducted the interviews as Mr Rusty Damp was ill. He recounted the answes given to a series of questions to victims of crime regarding SAPS efficiency and level of service. Response time, the majority of the answers were fairly good. Statements taken, again the answers were good. Empathy shown, the answers were that the SAPS members showed interest in and empathy for the victims of crime. Fingerprint response, response was 1 to 2 days which is unacceptable. Constant pressure is being applied to improve this service. Overall happiness, respondents were generally pleased with service received, with results of 7/10 to 9/10 being recorded.

Address: W/O Freeguard pleaded to the community to report crime timeously as it assists in accurately planning future crime combating operations.

Address: Lt. Col. Stewart addressed the community on the “new” drug “Whoonga”. He stated that the base drug was usually Heroin with other additives. The SAPS laboratories were testing mainly for Heroin in samples but now also other poisons such as Strichnine and Arsenic.

He further stated that there had been an amendment to the Firearms Control Act regarding Muzzle loaders, black powder and antique firearms. These weapons previously did not require a license, now owners must apply for proficiency, competency certificates as well as a firearms license for the weapons.

Closing: Mr Kevin Harvey announced the meeting closed at 19h30 and stated that the next meeting would be on March 15 2011.

